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“The Legal System of Public Institutions in Lebanon”

Researcher:
Mudar Zahid Hamadeh

Abstract:

The state, as a political entity, has witnessed a functional evolution throughout history, transitioning from the concept of a
police state to a welfare state that intervenes in individuals' affairs. This evolution gave rise to various systems, ranging from
interventionist socialism to Keynesian capitalism, which advocates minimal state intervention. However, financial and
economic crises have led to the state's re-intervention to secure public life necessities.

In the twenty-first century, the concept of administration evolved toward humanizing administration, where the state
intervenes to secure citizens' basic rights by establishing service facilities. This was initially done through public
administration, but its complexities prompted the state to seek new administrative systems, moving from centralization to
decentralization to meet stakeholders' needs.

Decentralization has provided a space for more effective administrative work, giving rise to regional
decentralization (municipalities) and utility decentralization (public institutions), where these administrations enjoy
independent legal personality and financial and administrative autonomy, with oversight and supervision from the central
state.

Public institutions were established to activate work and overcome bureaucracy, yet questions arise regarding the
extent of their administrative and financial independence, and whether strict oversight limits this independence, or if
economic developments have led to a decline in the original purpose for which they were established.

Therefore, it is necessary to understand the concept of the public institution, its components, objectives, bodies, and
types, and then examine the administrative and financial oversight over them, to assess the situation and determine outcomes
and recommendations.
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